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skin. They are able to hear through the eyes or tongue,
and can taste through the ears or skin, and so forth.*
''Man's physical body is exposed to countless dangers,
and i> easily hurt or maimed; the ethereal astral body
may occasionally be cut or bruised but is healed at once
by mere willing."
"Gurudeva, are all astral persons beautiful?'*
"Beauty in the astral world is known to be a spiritual
quality and not an outward conformation," Sri Yukles-
war replied. tkAstral beings therefore attach little im-
portance to facial features. They have the privilege, how-
ever, of costuming themselves at will with new colourful,
astrally materialized bodies. Just as worldly men don
new array for gala events, so astral persons find occa-
sions to bedeck themselves in specially designed forms.
"Joyous festivities on high astral planets Tike Hiranya-
loka take place when a being is liberated from the astral
world through spiritual advancement and is therefore
ready to enter the heavens of the causal world. On such
occasions the Invisible Heavenly Father, and the saints
who are merged in Him, manifest Themselves in exquisite
astral bodies and join the celebration. To please His
beloved child the Lord assumes the form desired by him.
If the devotee worshipped through devotion, he sees God
as the Divine Mother. To Jesus, the Father-aspect of
the Infinite was appealing beyond other conceptions. The
individuality with which the Creator has endowed each
of His creatures makes every conceivable and inconceiv-
able demand on the Lord's versatility!" My guru and I
laughed happily together.
"Friends of other lives easily recognise one another in
the astral world," Sri Yukteswar went on in his beautiful,
flutelike voice. "Rejoicing at the immortality of friend-
ship, they realise the indestructibility of love, often doubt-
ed at the time of the sad, delusive partings of earthly life.
"By intuition astral persons pierce the veil and observe
human activities, but man cannot view the astral spheres
unless his sixth sense is somewhat developed. Thousands
* Examples of such powers are not wanting even on earth, as
in the case of Helen Kcilt. and oiher rare beings.